Central Michigan Youth Football League

(CMYFL)

Codes of Conduct

The CMYFL feels that good sportsmanship plays such a key role in the success of the program, that we made supporting it part of our mission.  We figure that if players, coaches, and parents understand what is expected of them when it comes to good sportsmanship, that’s hopefully how they will act.  Good sportsmanship doesn’t just happen.  It needs to be taught, encouraged, and demonstrated.

PLAYERS CODE

· Play by the rules of the game.

· Never argue with or complain about referees’ calls or decisions.

· Control your temper at all times.  Most of all resist the temptation to retaliate when you feel you have been wronged.

· Be a good sport by cheering all good plays, whether it is made by your team, or by your opponent.

· Concentrate on playing football with your best efforts.  Work equally hard for your team as for yourself.

· Make sure to treat all players, teammates and opponents, as you would like to be treated.

·  Remember that the goals of the program are to improve skills, have fun, and feel good about your and the teams efforts.

· Always cooperate with your coaches, teammates, opponents, and the referees.

COACH’S CODE

· Develop team respect for the ability of opponents, and for the judgement of referees and opposing coaches.

· Impress on your players the need to abide by the rules of the game at all times.

· Keep informed of sound principles of coaching, growth, and child development.

· Set a good example and be generous with your praise when it is deserved.  It is important the players have a coach they can respect.

· Be responsible in your demands on a player’s time, energy, enthusiasm and performance on both the practice and playing field.

· Enthusiastically support and practice “Everyone Plays”, “Good Sportsmanship” and “Positive Coaching” philosophies.

· Ensure that both your players and their parents have a fun and enjoyable season.

PARENTS CODE

· Let coaches coach and referees ref:

Coaches and referees are usually parents.  They take time from their lives to help make your child’s experience a positive one.  They need your support as much as your child does in order to have a successful team.  What coaches and referees don’t need is your help in coaching from the stands.  Please treat them, their decisions and calls fairly and with respect.  Take time to say “thank you” to them after games.  Those two words spoken in the proper tone are very rewarding to both coaches and referees.

· Always be positive:

Parents are not the participants on their child’s team.  However, they do contribute to the success experienced by their child and the team.  Parents should serve as a role model for both their child and their teammates.  Applaud good plays by your child’s team and the opposing team.  Support all efforts to remove verbal and physical abuse from youth sporting activities.

· Support your child:

Support your child by giving encouragement and showing an interest in their team.  Help your child work towards improving their skills and sportsmanship.  Teach your child that hard work and an honest effort are more important than victory.  Learning from mistakes and working on weaknesses to improve the performance of your child and the team will teach your child to be a winner, even in defeat.

· Reinforce positive behavior:

The best way to help a child excel and reduce the natural fear of failure is through positive reinforcement.  Mistakes will be made and you should find learning value in them and point out the good things that your child or the team accomplished.

Adopting and supporting these codes will not only make this a strong and successful program, but will also have an influence on the other programs that you and your child participate in.
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